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CHINA COAST FAMILY 


All the many friends of the Harry Caldwell family (Methodist, Fukien Province) will be 
interested in John Caldwell'’s account of his father’s work and of his own childhood as a mission- 
ary kid (Henry Regnery Co., $3.50). It differs from Pearl Buck's account of her father’s life 
(Fighting Angel) in that John has a real and understanding sympathy with his father’s missionary 
aims, Another comparison that comes to mind is with Jim Burke’s story of his father’s life in 
Sungkian (My Father in China), My feeling is that the Caldwell story is more artlessly and sin- 
cerely told, with less of an overtone of sophistication and superiority toward the missionary 
enterprise than Jim Burke betrayed, 


Actually little is said of the problems of evangelism and church cultivation that made up 
the larger part of Harry Caldwell’s jife. For after all, as the title suggests, this is not the story 
of Harry Caldwell the missionary, but the story of an American family living on the China coast. 
And so John tells as much of his own childhood, and his experiences in Shanghai American 
School, as he tells of his father’s work, Of course the more remarkable exploits of Caldwell the 
tiger hunter and Caldwell the bandit mediator are given in detail, But it is worth noting that he 
admires his father, Dr. Skinner, and other missionaries, not just because they could do such un- 
usual things as shoot tigers, but because they had what he calls “‘the spirit of dedication’’. 


All in all, this is a pleasantly told tale of missionary life as seen through the eyes of a grow- 
ing child, with perhaps the memories sometimes tempered by the wisdom of later years, 


BOOKS ON COMMUNIST CHINA 


Stanford University Press has just published two books of interest to our readers, The first is 
Nym Wales’ Red Dust; Autobiographies of Chinese Communists ($5.00). These are the stories of 
24 Communists as told to her when she visited Yenan in 1937, many rather unimportant but typical 
Communists, and a few, such as Tung Pi-wu and Lin Piao, who are widely known today, 


One of the most interesting of the 24 is Dr. Fu Lien-chang, a Christian, He was born in 
Tingchow, Fukien, in 1895, and his family were Christians of the London Mission, ‘“‘I was a very 
ardent Christian from childhood and I still believe in enlightened Christianity, I use to wonder 
why organized Christianity stopped short at charity... It seemed to me that it made the Chinese 
nonresistant, and although a Christian did not cheat other people, he was easily cheated by them,*’ 
When the Communist-Nationalist army under Yeh T'ing and Ho Lung came through Fukien in 
1927 he came to know the Communists and decided ‘‘they had the true spirit of saving mankind,*’ 
The next year he joined the Communist army in Kiangsi, and had been in charge of their medical 
work from then until the time of the interview, It.is interesting to note that he was an actual 
member of the Communist Party, and at the same time a Christian, something which might seem 
to be theoretically impossible. 


The Introduction, by Robert C, North, gives a history of the Chinese Communists, and is an 
excellent summary of the larger book reviewed below. 


| ed about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work in 
China, ANNUAL RATES: Domestic, $2.00; Overseas, Firstclass $4.00, Secondclass $3.00. Air- 
mail $5.00 in 15 cent zone, $7.00 in 25 cent zone. Please send payments as due, 


Robert C, North's Moscow and Chinese Communists ($5.00) is a very complete and well doc- 
umented history of the Chinese Communist Party, from its beginnings in 1920 to the present time, 
It covers a somewhat different field from Schwartz‘ Chinese Communism and the Rise of Mao, in 
that the latter book is more concerned with the development of Communist doctrine. North on 
the other hand is concerned here with the objective processes of history. In 1920 Moscow sent 
two emissaries to Peking and Shanghai to organize a Communist Party for China, From that small 
and hidden beginning has come the powerful Chinese Communist Party of today. 


As the title suggests, he stresses throughout the close connection of this Chinese movement 
with the strategists of the Kremlin, Stalin was able to fool Hurley into thinking that he had no 
interest in the fortunes of the Chinese Communists, but actually throughout all these years the 
ties have been close and decisive. 


After 1941 both Nationalists and Communists practically stopped fighting the Japanese in 
order to fight each other, leaving the war against Japan to be carried on by America. North 
pictures well the difficulty which America faced in the post-war period in trying to formulate an 
effective Far Eastern policy. ‘‘Even in retrospect it is difficult to formulate an American course 
which, if followed, would necessarily have stopped or even seriously frustrated the Communists, 
In facing up to a few of the more obvious Asian realities the United States was beginning late, 
and by 1943 a number of elements - including some important ones - lay partially or wholly our- 
side American control, But the record shows nevertheless where Western observers and decision 
makers erred in their appraisals of Communist intent - and thus raises warnings for the future,"’ 
This last clause suggests one of the main purposes of the book, to prepare the free world for the 
type of campaign which Communism will carry on, is now carrying on, in the other nations of 
the East, The sudden reversals of the party line, the willingness to espouse for propaganda pur- 
poses positions which Communists are opposed to - these and similar Machiavellian traits of Com- 
munist strategy have in the past caught the rest of the world unprepared, North's story of what 
went on in China should help us all to know better what is going on in other countries where the 
Communist struggle is on. é; 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Mrs, Henry Birkel (Presbyterian, Hunan) died in Duarte, Cal., on October 5. 


Alec Yule (Australian Presbyterian, Peking and Amoy) has spent a year in theological study 
in Manchester, England, and is now returning home to a country parish in S,E. Australia\ 


> 


Rev, John R, Fleming, Malayan Christian Council, Singapore, has issued a series of eleven 
four-page discussion pamphlets on such questions as Who Is God? What is Life For? What is the 
Church? These have been published by CCLOC, Hong Kong, in both English and Chinese editions. 


Catholic missionaries expelled from China during the latter part of October include two from 
Kaifeng, one from Chengchow, and four from North China (Hopei and Shantung). Italian Father 
Incerti of Chengchow, after three months of imprisonment had been tried on October 22 and con- 
demned to expulsion on the charge of being the founder of the Legion of Mary. 


The Frank Millicans (Presbyterian, CLS Shanghai) are living in retired comfort on a five acre 
ranch ‘**Tien Hsia Acres’’ on an island at Stanwood, Washington, 


H. W. Spillett, the new Executive Officer of CCLOC in Hong Kong, has now arrived there and 
was present at the second annual meeting held on October 28, The annual report states that up to 
June 1953 the Council had printed a total of 267,500 volumes, Of these 67,212 had already been 
sold, The largest sales have been in Hong Kong, Taiwan and Malaya, Hymns of Universal 
Praise has been reprinted in four editions, totalling 10,000 copies, of which 7,000 have already 

n sold, 


CHURCH NEWS 


The November Millions (CIM magazine) reports an interesting sequel to our June | report of 
the publication of F, C, H. Dreyer’s Sermon Outlines, This is a recent revision of a book 
written many years ago, but the manuscript of the revision was lost in the unsettled days of the 
war, and it was not known that any one in China had a copy of it. The Philadelphia CIM “3 
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has just received from Shanghai a copy of the new edition, and this substantiates the rumor they 
had heard previously, that the revised manuscript had been found, On the parcel, alongside the 
' Communist dove of peace postage stamps, the sender had stamped in Chinese ‘‘Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and you will surely be saved,”” 


Over a hundred elected delegates from Catholic churches in and around Canton met in Canton 
on September 20 to set up the ‘*Preparatory Committee of the Canton Catholics Patriotic Assn.*’ 


Pressure on the Roman Catholic Church continues in various parts of China. Marcel Mahe was 
deported from Shanghai August; two Chinese Catholics were expelled from a Trade Union in 
Shanghai; the Shantung branch of the Catholic Youth Patriotic Corps was broken up in Tsinan; 
and a French priest Pierre Narbais-Jauregay was arrested in Canton, 


Miss Mary Liu, formerly of the Christian Literature Society of Shanghai, will go shortly to 
Singapore to work with Miss Mabel Nowlin in the field of Chinese Christian literature, Early in 
1952 she managed to get an exit permit to go from Shanghai to Hong Kong, and from there she 
came to this country, Last spring she studied at Drew University, and this fall she is living in 
New York City preparing for her new work, 


SCHOOL NEWS 


The Central-South China Institute of Civil Engineering was opened this fallin Changsha with 480 
students enrolled, on the campus of the former University of Hunan. It is a merger of the former | 
civil engineering departments of all the universities in the Central-South area, 


GENERAL NEWS 


Joseph Alsop describes in the Nov. 4 N.Y. Herald Tribune how an ‘‘old China hand”"’ is able 
to liquidate his business in Shanghai, ‘‘First you’ve got to offer them (the Communists) your own 
property on a golden platter, and politely plead with them to accept it as a gift. Then you've 
got to sweeten the deal by putting a bit of cash on the platter too, And then they hold you for 

1som for six months or a year, And after that you're out of business and, thank God, out of 
communist China too,*’ 


The famous painter Hsu Pei-hung (Ju Peon) died in Peking on Sept. 26, 


In assessing Communist statements that there is still a place in China‘for private business, 
the following NCNA news bulletin should be taken into account. ‘‘Four out of every five big 
and medium factories in Shanghai are now operating on government orders.°’ 


The October 16 People’s China describes the Peking of the present and the future, In the 
future it will cover 620 square kilometers and have a population twice the present number of 
270,000, The area in the vicinity of Tien An Men will continue to be the country’s political 
center, Many new buildings are being built there as well as in the rest of the walled city, How- 
ever, the greatest development is outside the walls, The great northwest suburb, already de- 
scribed in these pages, is the educational center of the country. Directly west of the city is a 
new suburb of office buildings and apartment houses, The northeastern and southeastern suburbs 
are industrial areas, especially for light industrial énterprises, chemical works and precision 
instrument plants, Sanatoria, hospitals and summer rest homes are being built in the Western 
Hills. During the current years a total of 2,700,000 square meters of floor space will be built, 
which is almost a fifth of the total amount available in the city last year. 


**China is always willing to do business with any country on the basis of equality and mutual 
benefit,’’ states Chi Chao-ting, Secretary of the Chinese Committee for the Promotion of Inter- 
national Trade, in the October number of China Reconstructs. In 1952 72% of China’s foreign 
trade was with Soviet bloc countries, and the proportion will probably be even higher in 1953. 


The loss of face which the Communists have sustained over the POW question has pro- 
duced the expected crop of attempted explanations, NCNA on October 27 claims that the 
22,000 POW’s had been terrorised and ill-treated, James Endicott, in his October ‘*Canadian 
Far Eastern Newsletter,’*’ more specifically states that Chiang Kai-shek and Syngman Rhee gestapo 
oy (familiar Communist technique of arguing by calling names) were ‘‘seeded’* into the POW 


